
Lesson 14 Jamestown, Birth Place of American Representative Government

I. Geography of Eastern Virginia
A. Chesapeake Bay- 

1. Great River empty into it
a. Susquehanna
b. Potomac
c. Rappahannock
d. York
e. James

B. Brackish water, abundant food (fish, clams, oysters, birds)
C. Fall line is boundary between the Coastal Plains (or Tidewater) and Piedmont

II. Planing for the colony
A. James I was king
B. The Organizers

1. Bartholomew Gosnold- explorer
2. Richard Hakluyt- geographer

C. King grants patent to Virginia Company of London
Rich merchants invested in stock (venture)

D. 1606, 143 colonist leave London- 100 arrive in Virginia
Susan Constant, Discovery, Goodspeed were the ships

E. Recruits were soldiers, gentlemen, and laborers 
III. Site of the colony 

A. Voyage was long, they stopped in the West Indies
B. Arrival in April 1607
C. Chose an island on the James River

1. low, swampy, tidal problems, bad water, mosquitoes, biting flies, and ticks!
2. chosen for defense against Spanish and Indians

D. Named Jamestown after the king
1. Built stockade (palisade of sharpened logs)
2. Built church

IV. Early Problems
A. Gentlemen, rivalry for leadership
B. Orders by company for quick return for their investment hindered progress.
C. Bad food (spoiled supplies), no food-too late for planting
D. Disease- malaria, dysentery
E. Indians, Powhatan Indian Confederacy not friendly
F. By January of 1608, only 38 survivors!

Cpt Gosnold dead!

V. Captain John Smith to the rescue
A. 27 year old, soldier, fought the Turks, slave
B. Talented, practical and forceful leader.  Prideful
C. Problems with the common store
D. Work Order:  He who does not work, shall not eat!  (see II Thel 3:10)



E. Enforced a strict guard duty, military drill
F. Negotiated with the Indians

Captured two Indian men
Got some supplies- Indians help after hostages released
Brought squirrels, turkeys, deer etc.

G. Winter of 1609 only 12 of 200 died
H. Mysterious accident?  Powder flask explodes, Smith’s leg badly wounded
I. That summer, Smith returns to England,

VI. The Starving Time
A. Winter of 1609 – 1610
B. Indian troubles, They run off game, destroy weirs, ambush anyone leaving the fort
C. Starvation- forced to eat: horses, dogs, cats, rats, mice, snakes, (even cannibalism occurred)
D. Diseases- dysentery due to bad water, malaria,
E. Of 500, only 60 survive.  They want to go home.
F. Sir Thomas Gates, shipwreck Bermuda, arrive spring of 1610.  Build ships and return

VII. Slow Progress
A. Lord De la Warr arrives.  Survivors turn back.  Strict military law (flogging, hanging, etc)

Gets sick returns to England
B. Governors Dale and Gates- 

1. Continued strict military rule
2. Private ownership of land, part time workers for company
3. Cleared out many of the Indians from nearby

C. John Rolfe- 1612 started breeding native tobacco with West Indian variety.
1. Created a sweet tasting variety
2. Married Pocahontas
3. 1616 tobacco saves the colony
4. New settlements 

D. 1618, large numbers of colonist arrive from England
1. Settlers promised 50 acres of land to colonize (pay their own way over) and 50 more

Get 50 more if they pay someone else to go with them.
2. Old investors and old settlers get 100 acres each

E. 1619 
1. 60 Wives arrive for colonists
2. Indentured servants arrive in great numbers
3. 30 July, House of Burgesses, two from each settlement.  Birth of Representative government.
4. Dutch ship brings 20 African slaves

VIII. War!!!
A. Indians attack in 1622 all along the frontier, 347 settlers killed
B. Survivors strike the Indians and drive them westward
C. the evil tyrant James I takes over the colony- Royal Colony

Lesson 15 Own Your Own
Read from the following   
Download this free book.  We will use it throughout the course.
https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/35742   In this book, read CHAPTER IV John Smith and the Settlement 

of Jamestown 
 http://www.gutenberg.org/files/53314/53314-h/53314-h.htm#US_I_CHAPTER_II

https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/35742
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/53314/53314-h/53314-h.htm#US_I_CHAPTER_II

