
Lesson 30 and 31  Prelude to the American War for Independence

I. Political Conditions

A. Colonies had their own legislators which passed laws to tax their citizens.

Taxation by elected representatives.

B. Governors were paid by the colonies not the crown.

C. Because of the Navigation Acts, colonies were developing home manufacturing of hats, cloth, 
leather goods, ships, lumber, flour, etc.)

D. In Southern plantations most had sheep and grew flax.  They did their own spinning and 
weaving.  Washington’s Mt Vernon in 1767, about 1700 yds of cloth woven.  Used skin of cows 
(cow hides) to make saddles and harnesses, and shoes.

E.  The pioneer spirit bred a desire to be independent.  

Make it yourself, make do, stretch it out, substitute, do without!

F. The frontier spirit bred and attitude of distrust of government.

G. British colonist in America believed that property rights were the guaranteed them as rights of 
Englishmen. No property rights, no liberty!

H. British policy of Salutary Neglect- deliberate failure to enforce Navigation Laws on the 
colonies resulted in colonist practicing free trade with other colonies and other countries.

I. Most important colonies (commercially) were Jamaica, and Barbados- sugar

J. Conflict between back country (Piedmont) folks with Coastal planters.

II. Population growth

A. North Carolina’s population grew by four times between 1750 and 1776.  It had the fourth 
largest population of any colony. Due to influx of Scots-Irish and Germans.

B. Virginia had the largest population (half a million)

C. NC, Va, & Md experienced problems with soil.  Tobacco robs nitrogen from the soil.  When the
soil becomes depleted it yields less.  This led their younger men to seek new lands.

D. SC had a population of over 124 000, and Georgia had a population of over 24 000.

III. Problems in funding the British Empire

A. British Americans paid less tax than their cousins in the old country.

B. The British Empire had occurred a massive debt due to the Seven Years War.

C. The new king George III wanted to exercise more control over the government.

He subsidized folks in order to control Parliament. He dismissed many government officials 
appointed by his father and replaced them with his friends.  He was arrogant and stubborn, and 
not quiet as smart as he thought.

D. Imperial policies change after the F & I War

1. British troops occupy a string of forts on the frontier.

2. Proclamation line of 1763- No colonist are allow to settle the Ohio Country of west of a line 
down the Appalachian Mountains.  Colonist very angry.

E. New direct taxes on colonist to help pay the 122 billion pound debt.

 



A little background explanation on the Sugar Act of 1764.

 The Molasses Act of 1733, had tried to require Colonist to purchase sugar or molasses 
only from British colonies.  This law had not worked well,  the N. E. colonist were purchasing 
molasses from the French and the Dutch West Indies for a lower price.  They were also bribing 
customs officials in order to pay lower taxes on the molasses.  So the King wanted this stopped.

F. Sugar Act 1764- In order to curb smuggling, colonial customs collectors are replaced. (bribes)

1. New agents were stricter & regulations were enforced.

2. New taxes on sugar, wines, certain cloths, and other commodities.

3. Rum production decreased sharply as well as exports of lumber and iron

4. British navy increases patrols on American coast and can board ships and search them 
without permission.

5. New England merchants really hurt by this.  Molasses to Rum for barter.

6. An economic depression hits the colonies due to the end of war spending.

Many are unemployed.  Now rum production decreases & more unemployment.

G. Currency Act 1764 – Colonies no longer can issue paper money.

1. Taxes must be paid in silver or gold coins.  (very little in colonies)

2. Anyone thought to be violating trade laws would be arrested and tried in England by a Vice-
Admiralty Court.  Not by a jury of their peers in America.

3. They are assumed guilty until they can prove themselves innocent!

H. The Stamp Act 1765 Any paper of any kind MUST have a stamp affixed to it.

1. Unlike the Sugar Act, this effected every single colonist.  All legal papers, all licenses, all 
permits, all ship papers, all court papers, all newspapers,  even playing cards and dice!

2. Folks were angry, but they did not know what to do.  Then the Virginia House of Burgesses 
passed a set of resolutions set forth by Patrick Henry.

a. All Virginians have all of the rights of Englishmen in Britain.

b. Colonist were guaranteed that they would be treated by the government in London as 
they would treat just like Englishmen.

c. The right to self tax had been established since the colony was founded.

d. All of the above have been the practice of the government since the colony was

founded.

e. Only the Virginia legislature has the right to tax Virginians.

3. The Virginia Resolves were printed and distributed throughout the colonies even though the
the last one (e) was not passed.

4. There were demonstrations in several places, Tax collectors hung in effigy.  Riots in Boston.

Riots then meant folks gathered protested, had a big barn fire.  No stores were broken in 
and looted like we see on TV today.

5. 1774, Sons of Liberty were organized and began to stir up the people, & organize 
demonstrations.  Committees of Correspondence organized across the colonies in 
order to share information between different colonies and cities.



6. Stamps burned, mobs harry pro-British officials.

Bostonians wreck the Lt-gov of Mass. Home (Thomas Hutchinson)

7. Stamp Act Congress meets in Oct 1765 in NY they declared that they could only be taxed by 
their general assemblies.

8. Merchants organize a boycott of all imported British goods.  British merchants make 
Parliament rescind the law March 1766

I. Quartering Act 1765- Colonial governments will have to provide barracks for British soldiers 
and some supplies (food not included).  This was not repealed.

J. Declaratory Act 1766 – Parliament has the authority over the colonies in “all cases whatsoever”

Lesson 31 On Your Own.  Read Ch X Liberty, Property, & No Stamps,  in

 https://www.fulltextarchive.com/pdfs/A-School-History-of-the-United-States.pdf

https://www.fulltextarchive.com/pdfs/A-School-History-of-the-United-States.pdf

