
Lesson 34 & 35  American War for Independence Begins

I. Lexington and Concord
A. Britain has appointed Gen Thomas Gage as governor of Massachusetts and commander of British 

army.  He is ordered to arrest Samuel Adams and John Hancock.  American revolutionary spies get 
this information and send word to the Patriots.  Adams & Hancock flee to Lexington.

B. Gen Gage is informed by a spy that the militia are storing weapons and supplies in Concord.
(gunpowder, cannons, carriages for cannons, flour)
He makes plans to send 700 Red Coats there to destroy this & capture Adams & Hancock on the 

way.  Lexington is about 18 miles from Boston.  Concord is 6 miles from Lexington.
Download a map of the area so you can understand the battle.

C. Spies of the Patriots got the word out by means of an elaborate system (Paul Revere & 12 others)
“The Regulars are coming!”

D. 19 April, 1775.  Militia men (Minute men) rush to Lexington.  Arrive at about 1 AM.  Waite then 
leave.  Most go to local tavern.  4AM alarm given and about 70 Minute men align on the town 
green.   They are NOT blocking the road which runs along the side of the green.  Yet the arrogant 
belligerent Major Pitcairn leads a group of British Regulars onto the green has them load and fix 
bayonets.   He addresses the Minute men, “Lay down your arms and disperse you __ villains”.

E. Someone fires his musket.  No one knows who.  Red Coats fire as Minute men disperse.  Red 
Coats start firing at will and chasing after the Patriots bayoneting some of the wounded.
Red Coats have only one slightly wounded, but Patriots have 8 killed and 10 wounded.

F. Red Coats continue marching to Concord, there they find very little and start burning the cannon 
carriage parts.  Patriots have moved most of the valuable supplies.  On the march back to Boston 
the Red Coats are attacked by over 1000 Minute men who fight them Indian style.  They send to 
Boston for help and 1000 more British regulars march to their relief.  After miles of a running fight,
the Red Coats stumble back into Boston.  They have lost 65 killed, 183 wounded, 28 prisoners.  
The Patriots lost 49 killed, 39 wounded, 5 missing.

G. Word spreads slowly through colonies and men start preparing for war in earnest. 
II. Second Continental Congress May 1775

A. Appoints George Washington as General of the Continental Army
B. Makes a Declaration of the Causes and Necessity of Taking Up Arms-

Submission to total tyranny and be a slave, or resist by force and be free.
C. Olive Branch Petition to King George III

III. Taking of Fort Ticonderoga on Lake Champlain, 10 May 1775
A. Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain boys, with Benedict Arnold take the undermanned fort.
B. This will be important because of the war material.  (one ton lead, barrel of flints, 14 mortars, and 

39 cannons)
IV. Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence 20 May 1775

A. Patriots around the city of Charlotte, NC meet and proclaim that all laws and institutions made by 
the King & Parliament of Britain are null and void! Independence declared!

B. The government of NC shall rest with the Provincial Congress.
C. In other words, the folk of North Carolina are free and independent!



V. Battle of Bunker Hill (Breeds Hill)  17 June 1775 across from Boston. Charlestown, Mass. burned
A. Patriots are in an entrenched position on a hill. Col. William Prescott & 2400 men.
B. British attack twice and are beaten back.  The third charge succeeds in driving the Patriots who 

have run out of ammunition.  Patriots result to throwing rocks and swinging muskets.
C. Red Coats of 3000 men commanded by Gen Howe lose 226 killed and 828 wounded.

Major Pitcairn killed.
D. Patriots lose 115 killed and 305 wounded and 15 captured.  Dr Joseph Warren who fought as a 

common soldier.
VI. Response of King George III to the Olive Branch Proposal

A. He refused to read it.
B. on 23 Aug 1775, he declared that the colonies were in open and avowed rebellion.
C. He hired 17000 German mercenary soldiers (Hessians) to help put down the rebellion.

VII. Falmouth (now Maine) burned by the British navy
 
Lesson 35 On Your Own

Draw or download a map of Colonial Boston showing the site of Charlestown, and Breeds Hill.
Read Pp 149-155 in https://www.fulltextarchive.com/pdfs/A-School-History-of-the-United-States.pdf

https://www.fulltextarchive.com/pdfs/A-School-History-of-the-United-States.pdf



