
Lesson 38 & 39 Battle of Sullivan’s Island & the Declaration of Independence

I. British decide to capture Charlestown, South Carolina, June 1776

A. Charlestown, SC is the fourth largest American city.

B. It is the largest port south of Philadelphia

C. Geography

1. Located on a peninsula bounded on one side by the Ashley River and on the other by the 
Cooper River.  Sullivan’s Island is located between Charlestown harbor and the Atlantic 

Ocean.  Download a map of the area showing Sullivan’s Island and adjacent waterways.  
You will be lost if you do not do this!

2. Much of the water is shallow (sand banks and mud flats) which are dangerous to those who are 
unfamiliar with the waters.

D. British forces

Naval and land forces total 2900.  Sir Henry Clinton is in charge of the land forces.  Sir Peter 
Parker was in command of the British Navy The fleet consisted of nine men-of-war, and a 
flotilla of transports etc.  The fleet possessed 300 heavy naval guns.

E. Fort Sullivan was a partially finished sand and palmetto log fort about the size of two football 
fields.

It had only 31 cannons and about 400 men.  Other colonial forces were stationed around Charles 
Town.  These included Over Mountain Men militia, and troops from NC, Va, & SC.  Fort was 
commanded by Col William Moultrie of SC.  Many Patriots who would become famous were 
here: Thomas Sumter, Francis Marion.

F. Gen Charles Lee (no kin to Gen Robert E. Lee) was in overall command.  Lee was not a good 
commander, he wanted the South Carolinians to abandon Ft Sullivan.  They refused to do so.

II. The Battle of Sullivan’s Island

A. Clinton has his land troops ferried out to an island (this island is today called the Isle of Palms) 
next to Sullivan Island.  He believes that he can easily have his troops walk across the breach 
between the islands at low tide.  Impossible! It is much deeper than he has been lead to believe.

B. The British ships line up and slowly pass the fort firing as they go.  Their cannon balls bounce off 
the palmetto logs or are harmlessly embedded in the sand.  

C. Three of the largest ships try to flank the fort but go aground on a sandbar.

D. Because of the shortage of gun powder, the fort’s men must fire slowly and make each shot count.

The British war ships were badly handled by these Southern Patriots!  One ship, the Bristol is hit 
70 times!  Now boys, that’s some mighty fine shooting!  One British captain has his arm shot off.  
Sir Peter Parker is so close to where a shot hits that his britches are blown slam off and his body is 
splintered and bruised!



E. At one point the fort’s flag’s staff is shot into and the flag falls.  The folks in Charlestown who are
watching think that the fort has been taken.   Sergeant William Jasper leaps on the ramparts, grabs 
the flag ties it to the staff of a gun sponge.  Without regard for the flying missiles he holds it aloft 
until another staff can be made.

F. The British fleet withdraws and one ship which could not be gotten off the sandbar is burned by 
the Patriots.

G. There is great rejoicing across the colonies.  The war efforts of the British against the Southern 
colonies are suspended for almost three years.

II. Declaration of Independence

A. Written by Thomas Jefferson and edited by Franklin, John Adams, etc

B. Important concepts about government

1. Our rights come from God not the government

2. When our rights are trampled upon we have the right to overthrow the government. 
 Resistance to Tyrants is Obedience to God.

C. It list the acts of the King and Parliament which were a violation of our rights as citizens

 of Britain.

D. It declares the colonies to be free and independent STATES (meaning Nations).

It is a declaration of secession!  And is also a declaration of war.

Lesson 39 Read Pp 152-161 in https://www.fulltextarchive.com/pdfs/A-School-History-of-the-United-States.pdf

Read the Declaration of Independence here or somewhere else 

 https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/guides/M-654.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PmyysJlfXDo  Arnonl’s Fleet

https://www.fulltextarchive.com/pdfs/A-School-History-of-the-United-States.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PmyysJlfXDo
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/guides/M-654.pdf

